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ANNOUNCEMENT - 


35mm color slides of the Bahamas, your 
choice of churches, congregations, or local 
scenes, at only .35 each. 8 mm color movies 
at only $7.50 yg: fifty feet rolls. Proceeds 
from these will be used for the Church of 
God Bahama Bible Training School. Please 
allow sixty days for delivery. Order by 
U. S. Postal Money order only. From: 


Carnie E. Allred, Jr. 
Box 1708 
Nassau, Bahatas 


ADDRESSES 


Antonino Bonilla, Jr. 
Callejon Morelos 185 S 
Ciudad Obregon, Sonora, Mexico 


Noel De Souza 
Calle Durango 260 S 
Ciudad Obregon, Sonora, Mexico 


Claude W. Smith 
Black Rock, St. Michael 
Barbados, West Indies 
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AN AROUSED CHURCH 


LtOrliat..-. 

OTHING ON EARTH is more pathetic than a 
7] drowsy and lethargic church. When a church 
loses its ardor for Christ, it ceases to be an 
organism and becomes merely an organization. A 
frank desire to do the will of Christ may persist, but 
the strength to carry out that will is lost and dead. 
There arises a conflict of interest, or motive, and of 
method. Lacking the spiritual strength to operate as 
a true Church of God, the dead or dying organization 
will rely more and more upon mechanics and 
machinery. 

Any church can die. The Scriptures are clear in re- 
vealing that in the last days the churches in general 
will lack vigor and strength. 

God wants an aroused church, a church that is 
angry with sin and zealous for Him. Within the morass 
of religion in the last days, He intends to have an 
aroused church. He will set before it an open door so 
that His true followers can be led onward into the 
blessedness of the deeper spiritual life. 

I know thy works: behold, I have set before 
thee an open door, and no man can shut it; 
for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept 
my word, and hast not denied my name 
(Revelation 3:8). 

Make no mistake about it, the devil will try to put 
us all to sleep. He will use soothing methods, even 
methods that may appear as progress or advancement. 
We must not be deceived by his beautiful illusions. 


God still needs a people who are aroused, alert, vig-: 


ilant, zealous; He needs a people who are still thrilled 
by the beauty of holiness. He wants a people who have 
not become callous toward spiritual things, careless in 
prayer, warm in zeal and drowsy in vigilance. 

We must get it in our minds once and for all that 
even we are not immune to the sleep of death. God 
will do everything that He can to arouse and stimulate 
His people from their lethargy. What becomes of them 
depends upon how they react to that stimulus. If we 
receive His prodding with disbelief, then we will fall 
into deep sleep from which we cannot recover our- 
selves. If we become aroused by His prodding, then we 
shall arise and live and do His will. 

In these last days it will be with the church as it 
was with Israel when God spoke to her in Isaiah 
52:1, 2. 

Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; 
put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, 
the holy city: for henceforth there shall no 
more come into thee the uncircumcised and 
the unclean. Shake thyself from the dust; 
arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thy- 
self from the bands of thy neck, O captive 
daughter of Zion. 

It is high time that all of us as Christian people 
arise from the dust and loose ourselves from the fet- 


ters that carelessness has put around us. Many to- 
day are actually bound by their careless, prayerless 
habits and are not conscious enough to realize it. 
Stifling in the dust of sin and the world, they go on 
rejoicing in what they have been but forgetting what 
they now are. 

An aroused church will renew itself in prayer and 
fasting. Self-determination is not enough. Good res- 
olutions are not enough. We must actually get down 
to the earnest business of real praying and fasting 
again. Memorized or ritualized prayers are not enough 
to keep us aroused. Fasting must become again in our 
lives the powerful force that it always is when we 
practice it properly. 

An aroused church will be uncomfortable in the 
world. One of the reasons that the Laodicean Church 
(Revelation 3:14-19) will become lukewarm and be 
spued away in the last day is that it will become 
comfortable in the world. The works of the church 
will be good but not fervent. The church will become 
rich in goods but poor in spirit. Following the pattern 
of the world, it will become social conscious and ma- 
terial minded. 

An aroused church will press its claim to holiness 
and righteousness. It cannot be satisfied with an un- 
spiritual existence. It will want to be separated from 
the world and its evil. 

An aroused church will become fervently evangel- 
istic. It will not be content to rest upon the laurels of 
the past or to stop with the status of the present. 
While a sleeping church becomes indifferent to the 
distress of men, an aroused church is filled with pity 
and concern and labor. Any church is dying that is not 
constantly reaching forth to a lost and blinded world. 
Having tasted the glories of His holiness for them- 
selves, aroused Christians must take the glad message 
to as many others as will hear them. 

An aroused church is so aware of spiritual realities 
that it will not fret itself over physical comforts. As 
impressive and desirable as material gain may be, it 
will not dominate matters of the Spirit. 

An aroused church will contend for all the gifts 
and blessings of God. It cannot be satisfied with a 
powerless, meaningless existence. 

We are the Church of God. God has prodded us with 
His Holy Spirit. In sleeping dumbness we can drowsily 
turn our backs and forget it. We should awake and 
put on the strength of His Spirit and the beautiful 
garments of His holiness. We should shake ourselves 
from the dust, arise and sit in His presence. We should 
loose ourselves from the bands of careless living that 
will lead us someday into the total bondage of sin. 
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AVE YOU EVER heard it 
said that people who at- 
tend a morning worship 
service love the church; those who 
attend the evening service love the 
pastor, and those who go to mid- 
week prayer meeting love the Lord? 

This may or may not be an ac- 
curate observation, but it is prob- 
ably safe to add that regular sup- 
porters of the midweek prayer 
meeting most surely love missions. 
The church that harnesses this in- 
terest is wise indeed with the ful- 
fillment of our Lord’s command to 
“teach all nations.” 

Here are ten suggestions for pas- 
tors and people to help strengthen 
the world outreach of any church, 
by putting missions in the midweek 
service. 

READ LETTERS FROM MIS- 
SIONARIES. Part of a missionary’s 
responsibility to the church at home 
is to report regularly on his prog- 
ress and share his prayer burdens. 
These reports should not be kept 
from any members. The church 
secretary or someone appointed 
should digest each letter and mark 
important items. Excerpts should be 
read if there are too many letters 
on a given service night. 





PROVIDE PAPER AND PENCIL 
FOR JOTTING DOWN PRAYER 
REQUESTS. Few persons are ca- 
pable of remembering every request 
that is given in the course of the 
prayer meeting. To make sure re- 
quests are not overlooked, have 
small note tablets and pencils avail- 
able, and encourage people to use 
them to jot down each appeal. 
These same requests will be car- 
ried home and prayed for again. 

FILL A TABLE WITH MISSION- 
ARY LITERATURE. Tons of litera- 
ture on missionary work are avail- 
able free of charge from missions 
boards and agencies around the 
world. There is much literature 
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KEEP MISSIONS 


that most church members never 
see. The prayer meeting is a good 
place to display leaflets, bulletins, 
news and booklets reporting on 
world-wide missions. It. is good to 
learn as much as possible about the 
activities of other church denom- 
inations as well as our own. Write 
for all you can get. (A mimeo- 
graphed sheet of these addresses is 
available from your missions head- 
quarters.) Recently it was stated 
by an official in Washington that 
the American Protestant constit- 
uency is, for the most part, illit- 
erate in the great issues that con- 
cern it. Make sure your church is 
missions wise! 





PLAY TAPES RECORDED OVER- 
SEAS. An entire service at the 
North Cleveland Church of God 
was recently recorded on tape and 
sent to a serviceman overseas. He 
had an opportunity, thus, to at- 
tend a service “back home.” In the 
same manner a service on the mis- 
sions field could be recorded and 
played back at home. Sights of the 
missions field can be easily ob- 
tained through pictures, but sounds 
are needed to give “atmosphere.” 
Small tapes can be bought and 
mailed for a few cents, and most 


missionaries will be happy to co- 
operate with you in sending tapes 
to play. The prayer service lends 
a homey atmosphere for listening. 
Try displaying a picture of the 
speakers as the tape plays. It offers 
a very forceful presentation of the 
missions field. 








MAP EACH MISSIONARY’S GEN- 
ERAL LOCALITY. Most people are 
well acquainted with the country, 
the state, and possibly a few large 
cities where a missionary lives. 
What is usually lacking is a map 
describing the immediate vicinity of 
the home of the missionary—the 
mountains around his station, the 
river where he gets water, the 
neighboring villages where he 
preaches, the main roads leading to 
supply centers, and so forth. This 
kind of detailed map could be pre- 
pared for each missionary in whom 
your church has prayer interests. 
Refer to these maps as you read 
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ALIVE 


at prayer meeting 


missionary letters just as you refer 
to the Bible maps when reading 
the Bible. They will help pinpoint 
the places your missionaries talk 
about in every letter. Call them 
mission compound surveys. 


ASK PARENTS TO REPORT ON 
MISSIONARY CHILDREN. If there 
are in your congregation parents 
of missionaries (or other close rel- 
atives), encourage them to share 
with the prayer group any signifi- 
cant news they may have. Many 
wonderful things happen to mis- 
sionaries which they cannot crowd 
into a newsletter. Parents can 
sometimes give news of outstand- 
ing accomplishments that mission- 
aries may be reluctant to tell. 


BUY ALMANACS FOR BRIEF 
SURVEYS ON FOREIGN COUN- 
TRIES. One of the easiest and 
quickest ways to find out a coun- 
try’s population, size, nature of 
government and people, even the 
design of its flag, is through books 
like The World Almanac, which is 
available at any stationery or book 
store for slightly more than one 
dollar. The almanac can be used 
in preparing talks on any field, and 
it can provide a wealth of infor- 
mation about every nation on 
earth, right at your fingertips. 


PREPARE A QUESTIONNAIRE 
ON YOUR MISSIONARY PRO- 
GRAM. Sometimes we think we 
know more than we really do. A 
church on the West Coast once pre- 
pared an attractive quiz for its 
members to see how much they ac- 


tually knew about the denomina- 
tion’s missionary personnel and 
countries where they worked. It 
was surprising how many blank 
spaces were left when the sheets 
were turned in after the quiz. If it 
“goes over,” you can try other ques- 
tions later. The Macedonian Call 
features a Question Corner with de- 
tailed answers. 





PREPARE STUDIES USING 
WHERE THE SAINTS HAVE TROD 
AS A GUIDE. This book by Charles 
W. Conn could well be termed a 
missionary textbook of the Church 
of God. It is an excellent source of 
historical facts concerning our en- 
tire missionary endeavor. Study a 
chapter now and then during your 
prayer meeting. Many enlightening 
facts about the missions back- 
ground in each country are given, 
and the failures along with the ac- 
complishments that have been ex- 
perienced in each field will give op- 
portunity for new outreach in 
prayer for the missionaries of to- 
day. 


HAVE MISSIONARIES SPEAK. 
Finally, promote missions in the 
prayer service by having missionary 
speakers address the group often. 
A misleading feature of missions 
services in the past has been that 
always an: offering has been ex- 
pected. Whether or not an offering 
is taken, the congregation should 
be happy to be well-informed about 
its overseas endeavors. A pastor is 











obligated to teach his people on 
Sunday from the pulpit, but prayer 
meeting night is a natural time for 
missionaries to report their work of 
winning souls in other parts of the 
world. 

Perhaps your congregation has 
spiritual members untrained for 
professional missionary work, but 
who have dedicated talents they 
want to use for the Lord. There is 
an avenue of challenge for them 
in home missionary work—often 
neglected or left entirely undone. 
Encourage them to use their talents 
to seek souls in the community and 
report their activities in the prayer 
meeting. Some towns and cities 
sponsor a person whose life is de- 
voted to “missionary” work. Engage 
that person, regardless of church 
affiliation, for an evening service. 

The crying need of this hour is 
to keep alive the glorious light of 
the gospel in ever-darkening areas 
of the world. Into what better 
hands could this task be committed 
than those of people who love the 
Lord enough to attend midweek 
prayer meeting? 

—Adapted from World Vision 
Magazine, August, 1959 












LETTERS FROM READERS 





Hoping this little gift will reach 
you in time to be of the help and 
purpose you intended for it to be... 
I have several bills and somebody 
has to wait each month, as my 
income has not been enough to get 
paid out of debt since I have not 
been able to work. My health is 
bad ... but the Lord is real and 
dear to me. I don’t get out at all 
and I live alone, no neighbors. The 
only way I get my mail to and 
from the post office is to get it 
ready and by chance stop someone 
who is passing and hire them to 
carry and bring it. Sometimes it is 
several days, also the same way 
about my groceries .... “Forward 
in Faith” has been a great bless- 
ing to me .... Please pray for me. 

Enclosed $5 for missions. I wish 
it could be much more. I wish you 
Godspeed in the work. 

Greetings in the precious name 
of our Lord. I have less than $40 
per month to live on and pay in- 
surance. I try to help the or- 
phanage home ... I am always 
willing to help when I can. So I 
am enclosing $1. Use to the glory 
of God. 


6 


Enclosed you will find our check 
... for the cause of missions. I feel 
the need of advancing and I be- 
lieve Jesus is coming. 

I used to belong to the Church 
of God and still love it and love 
to hear of folks that I knew. But 
we are living out here where there 
is no Church of God so we united 
with the Assemblies of God and 
are working with them doing all 
we can to win souls for Christ. 
Here is our offering for missions. 

I know this isn’t very much, but 
God knows my heart and it is 
given in love. 

No, don’t call the missionaries 
home! I can’t do much as I don’t 
have any earnings, but I am send- 
ing a small bit to help them. And 
I pray God will bless a lot, and 
many will hear His Word and be 
saved and have a merry Christ- 
mas and know my Saviour in their 
hearts. 

I know this isn’t a lot, but I 
don’t have any more of my own 
money as I don’t do outside work 
now. 





I am sending $2; wish it could 
have been more. I pray it will be 
a help. Pray for me. 


I am sending $5 for missions 
and would like to send more but 
I am glad to be able to send this 
much. We put in missions almost 
every Sunday so we hope we are 
doing something for our mission- 
aries. Put this where it will please 
God and do the most good. 


I am sending $1 for missions. I 
wish I had more. I only get a 
small check each month from the 
welfare since I am too old to get a 
job.... I have always been faith- 
ful with paying tithes and mis- 
sions. I have been sending my home 
missions to Brother 


I am working and so glad to 
help with missions. Here is a small 
gift. I try to help Brother 
all I can to stay on the air for 
sO many gospel programs are off, 
and worldly music is filling the 
world. 


Here’s my check for the foreign 
missions Christmas offering.... 
May our heavenly Father draw nigh 
at this blessed time of year and 
pour out His Spirit on this entire 
world and each and everyone of 
us be in the center of God’s holy 
will at all times. 


I am enjoying reading your 
Evangel paper and rejoicing for 
the time when we all get to heav- 
en and are all one church and en- 
joy the presence of each other and 
God supremely. I am a widow with 
one eleven-year-old son and 
belong to the ___......__. church, but 
praise God for the time we shall 
all be united in one church. En- 
closed you will find my Christmas 
offering. 


Will you accept as small an of- 
fering as $1? If you will, I sure 
would like to send you one every 
month. I do believe in foreign mis- 
sions. I also believe in home mis- 
sions. Thank you for accepting this 
small gift. 


(Continued on page 15) 






































WHY? 


By DONALD D. ROWE 


Why Do I Believe in Systematic 
Giving to Missions; 


HY DO I FEEL COMPELLED to give to 
W missions? Certainly, the reason cannot be 

found in my own nature because without 
the Spirit I would be motivated solely by vile selfish 
interests. Fundamentally, giving to missions lies in 
a willingness to yield to God’s great plan for the 
redemption of mankind. If we are to be faithful serv- 
ants, the mandate given by Jesus: “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature,” 
must be given its proper significance in the affairs 
of every person in whom the Spirit of Christ dwells. 


In the same manner that tithing is essential for 
the right functioning of the Church on the home 
front, systematic giving to missions by every indivi- 
dual member of the body of Christ is requisite to ful- 
filling the responsibility we have to “declare his glory 
among the heathen” (1 Chronicles 16:24). 


Because sO many of us fail to assume this God- 
given responsibility, the cause of Christ on the mis- 
sions front is falling further behind every day that 
passes. How many realize that there are about one 
and one-half billion souls living today without a gospel 
witness; that there are over one thousand different 
tribes that have never heard the gospel; and that 
there are nearly two thousand languages into which 
no portion of the gospel has been translated? The 
population explosion which is occurring in these for- 
saken areas makes the problem a progressively worse 
one. Unless we who know Christ obey His charge, 
we shall certainly have to bear a portion of the blame 
in the final accounting. 

Although we are not all called or able to go in 
person to the missions fields, there are very few of 
us, indeed, who cannot afford to give systematically 
each week or each month according to our own 
means so that others can heed the call and minister 
to the vast numbers who have never heard the Word. 
Even the small sum of two or three dollars given 
regularly each month will work miracles on the mis- 
sions field, and what a blessing the donor will re- 
ceive in return! You can have your own native minis- 
ter devoting his full time to preaching and winning 
souls on the missions field for as little as $10 per 
month. 


From my own observations, it appears that the 
greatest single need today in missions work is the 
raising of financial assistance for the native ministers. 
In most instances these are the ones who actually 
carry the message of Christ to their own people, 
but because of a shortage of funds, our regular mis- 
sions program is unable, for the most part, to give 
these worthy ministers any monetary help. It all but 
breaks one’s heart to see them struggle to perform 
their callings without having even the basic necessities 
of life. If you, dear readers, could perceive the in- 
tense dedication that these persons manifest to the 
cause of Christ and observe their extreme want, you 
would not hesitate to do your part in helping them 
bring the gospel to souls that are hungry to receive 
it. 


FROM A PURELY PRAGMATIC stand- 
point, money invested in missions goes much further 
than in any other endeavor of the Church. It costs 
approximately $1 to save a soul on the missions 
field whereas at home the cost must be near $100 
per soul. It is as if the Lord blesses and multiplies such 
contributions a hundredfold in the way that He did 
with the loaves and fishes. Have you been directly re- 
sponsible for leading even one person to Christ during 
the past year? By giving to missions you can be sure 
of being personally instrumental in winning souls— 
just think, every dollar you givé is equivalent to a 
soul won for Christ. 

“Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,’’ Mat- 
thew 6:20. A positive method of effectually laying 
up treasures is to contribute systematically to mis- 
sions. I have found that one way to ensure regular 
giving on my part is to sponsor particular native 
ministers. Not only does one get to know something 
about the personal life and ministry of the workers 
involved, and thus obtain a deep sense of responsibility 
and interest in the works sponsored, but such a pro- 
cedure affords a great deal of personal satisfaction 
since one is able to learn at first hand the actual 
results on the missions fields of one’s own investment 
in the kingdom of God. Would you, too, like to be- 
come an active participant in this vital program of 
systematic giving to missions? 











Poland, executive council of Pentecostal 
Thengapatanam, India. The district group working with the Church of God 
pastor, Bible in hand, has just bap- 
tized three converts 


POT POURRI 


(A MIXTURE OF PICTURES) 





A family of four lives in 
this typical Angolan hut 


Notice food cooking. 





The first youth convention held in South 


Argentina. 
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"Guatemalteca" picking coffee beans 









t the Panama convention, Paul 
@..::;,. James Cross and Vessie 
Hargrave rejoice for the offering 
of $503.00, for missions. 








Always starting with the little ones the 
work finally becomes a congregation-- 


Indonesia 








See the Evangel, 
January 16, for 
the story of Hum- 
phrey Percentie. 


The beginning of Brasilia's first satellite city. 
Brother Oswaldo was one of the early and faith- 


ful gospel helpers. 






















































: DEAR “EVANGEL” READER 


on In Poihad See ct “It is always a delightful privilege for the Church of God Missions 

ao Ns a ee ode. ug» siuer, Department to have this opportunity to visit with you in a Christmas 
wore Ue ae? Seas OF eit ue HOT 7 tt “g 
Cite oe reenact tne letter. . . . 

sat 8 tol et and so, the special paper having been ordered and the mimeograph 


é 
oo ot gst ere job having been done, the girls set out to “stuff” the envelopes, and 
se od a5 Soo Nat Sores Prepare the letter that reached you shortly before the holidays. 
or, et og You have been wonderful! The Christmas offerings for missions 
oo Ot SO ae wg we perhaps bespeak several characteristics of our day. With the world’s 
se a a Sse ge ne needs knocking so loudly at our own doors we can only be thankful 
that our heavenly Father presses our tender hearts for the spiritual 


et ae ones to be met, too. 
ee ee cA: May He bless you who responded so cheerfully, and fill your store- 
ost a: a at house again and again. In another section of this “Macedonian Call” 


“cxoes we shall share with each other the sentiments that mean more than 
words express in many excerpts from the letters we enjoyed here at 
Missions Headquarters. 


—Ed. 








Mrs. Edith O’Brien, Lawrenceville, Illinois $2.00 Mrs. Alice Davis, Augusta, Georgia 
Mrs. Annie Skelton, Bonneville, Mississippi 1.00 Rev. A. G. Thompson, Whittier, North Carolina 





Mrs. Zelma R. Sims, Anniston, Alabama 25.00 Ella Mae Gaines, Seaford, Delaware 
Mrs. E. H. Hawkins, Atlanta, Georgia 6.00 Lovie Holbert, Jane Lew, West Virginia 
Zenia Sommer, Tampa, Florida 20.00 Hattie Wright, Champaign, Illinois 
Mrs. Nona Dame, Sesser, Illinois 1.00 G. G. Prince, Pelham, Georgia 
Mrs. W. P. Key, Tampa, Florida 10.00 W. E. Brewer, Huntington, West Virginia 
Ardelia Kirkpatrick, Chesapeake, West Virginia 5.00 Alvie Morgan, Marks, Mississippi 
Mrs. F. C. Glenn, Huntsville, Alabama 10.00 Mrs. J. A. Craft, Arcadia, Florida 
Hulda Allison, Cosby, Tennessee 20.00 Charles Inches, Woodworth, North Dakota 
Mrs. Otha Anderson, Selman City, Texas 5.00 Rev. John H. Mauldin, Anderson, South Caro- 
Mrs. Mose Knight, Eagle Rock, Missouri 5.00 lina 
Ethel Thompson, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 5.00 A friend in Michigan c 
Leon Thomas, Orlando, Florida 10.00 Lorayne M. Hudson, Indianapolis, Indiana 
Sarah York, Lexington, North Carolina 1.00 William Pawluk, Richeyville, Pennsylvania 
Della Patrick, Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina 5.00 Mrs. A. H. Hemphill, Madison, Florida 
Lewis Warren, O’Brien, Florida 10.00 J. B. Baney, Springfield, Missouri 
Esther Holland, Warner Robins, Georgia 10.00 Tabor Church of God, Gadsden, Alabama 
Glendale, California, Church of God 85.00 Mary G. James, Windber, Pennsylvania 
A Friend 5.00 E. J. Humphrey, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Robert and Eva Graham, Baldwin Park, Cali- Church of God, Seely, California 

fornia 60.00 Ethel Smiley, Atlanta, Georgia 
L.W.W.B., Avondale Church of God, Georgia 10.00 A friend, Chandler, Arizona 
Harry Hanley, Millville, New Jersey 24.00 Mrs. Clara L. Martin, Hereford, Texas 
Mrs. M. C. Herndon, Belton, South Carolina 1.00 Mrs. H. N. Scoggins, Eldorado, Illinois 
Carrie Block and Family, Wildwood, Florida 2.00 Y.P.E., Clarendon, Pennsylvania 
S. Z. Harris, Hickory, North Carolina 10.00 Sunday School, Clarendon, Pennsylvagia 
Harvey A. Mellott Jr., Mercersburg, Pennsyl- J. E. Pomroy, Placida, Florida 

vania 5.00 Rev. F. B. Bell, Jacksonville, Florida 
Lillie R. Seiden, Highspire, Pennsylvania 1.00 Mrs. B. H. Enix, Middlesboro, Kentucky 
C. M. Ashley, Arrington, Virginia 2.00 Mrs. and Mrs. Henry Tyge, New Town, 
Mrs. Ella Stober, Highspire, Pennsylvania 1.00 North Dakota 
Edna Neil, Tarpon Springs, Florida 10.00 Mrs. Ada Hill, Mountain View, Arkansas 
Thomas Pullin, Largo, Florida 5.00 ee “eg Sister Otto Erichsen, Baltimore, 
Mrs. Agnes Coley, Trion, Georgia 5.00 pi ge 


Mrs. W. V. Barnett, Mountain Burg, Arkansas 
Rev. Starling Smith, Williamsburg, Kentucky 4.00 Elizabeth Pelham, McMinnville, Tennessee 


Mrs. Charles Grove, Los Angeles, California 5.00 (Continued on page 14) 
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10.00 


























Sunday 
Came 


Too Soon 


By CHRISTINE CASTILLO 
Missionary to El Salvador 


mala City, which has an altitude of 4,930 

feet above sea level, we began the long de- 
scent that was to take us to El Cedro, Izabal, site of 
the fourth general convention of the Church of God 
in the central district of Guatemala. 

El Cedro is on the Atlantic coast, south and east 
from the capital, about seven hours by bus and 
another hour on the train. Brother Richard Cannon, 
having just arrived from the United States with a 
bus, offered to fill it with provisions, equipment 
and convention-goers. Brother William R. McCall, mis- 
Sionary to the central district of Guatemala, who 
had been working hard for months on all the 
particulars, notified the pastors of the city about the 
bus and packed us all into it. 

The highway ends at Bananera, Morales, so there 
we had to leave the bus and wait for the train. It 
was hot and we were so thirsty before the train came, 
that we were happy for even the not-so-cool drinks 
that we were able to purchase from a nearby store. 
We would have a little breeze when we could again 
start traveling. 

The train came and everyone scrambled on to find 
a seat. When we got settled we found that the whole 
train was full of our Church of God brethren going 
to the convention, so all along the way, with the 
help of a portable public address system, we were able 
to advertise the meeting and invite the people. 

Never had we expected to find what we did upon 
our arrival at the convention site. Everything had 
been planned and done so carefully that we all 
marveled at it. The local churches, under the able 
supervision of Brother McCall, had done all the work. 
The large tabernacle that had been built was covered 
with palm branches, and it was large enough to ac- 
commodate the crowds that gathered. The palm 


] T FIVE O’CLOCK IN THE morning in Guate- 






In down town El Cedro, night speaker 


DeSouza and Assistant Superintendent 
Morse 


branches had been tied down in four different layers 
to make it waterproof. The benches had been fash- 
ioned from the timber they had cut to clear the 
tabernacle site. Simple logs had been smoothed off 
on one side and nailed down to the top of sawed off 
logs that had been driven down in the ground in 
rows. 


SISTER McCALL AND I started to look 
things over and greet some of the brethren. Next to 
the tabernacle was the church building and on one 
side of the church building was a large tent that 
had been graciously loaned by Brother Turner, the 
Baptist missionary in the capital. This was to be 
shelter and sleeping quarters for the missionaries. 
The Lord had so planned everything beforehand that 
a thick carpet of grass was growing underneath the 
tent! How we thanked Him for that, but we weren’t 
quite sure what it would be like to sleep on the wet 
ground even though it was covered with grass. 


In front of the tent on the other side of the track 
was the kitchen. Along half the length of the kitchen 
were fires covered over with the clay comales on 
which the tortillas were being cooked; the other half 
was lined with fires over which were large pots of 
food. 

The roof over the kitchen was made in the same 
manner as the roof over the tabernacle, and out be- 
yond the kitchen the roof extended to cover a large 
dining area. Everything had been roped off to allow 
for order in serving. 

By this time someone was calling us to eat. We 
walked about a block down the track and down a 
foot path for about two blocks to the pastor’s house 
where our food was being prepared. On the way, some- 
one informed us that the school building had been 
secured for us to sleep in; we were quite relieved. 
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The mayor dismissed school on Friday and Saturday 
and let us have full use of the three-room school- 
house. 


FROM THE FIRST SERVICE, the pres- 
ence of the Lord was felt. Brother Noel DeSouza, 
serving as evangelist in Latin America, preached the 
three nights with great anointing from on high, and 
each night the altar was full of seekers. 

Sister DeSouza blessed the congregation, service 
after service, with her beautiful voice as she sang 
and played the guitar for the glory of God. Guatemala 
will long remember the ministry of Brother and Sister 
DeSouza. 

In the morning, classes were held for the officials 
and lay members of the different departments of the 
church. The teachers were Brother Vergil Wolf, mis- 
sionary in the Quezaltenango district; Brother Ga- 
bino H. Castillo, missionary to El Salvador; Brother 
and Sister DeSouza; and host missionary Brother 
McCall. ° 

The afternoons were utilized for general teaching, 
that is, to all present. The general theme during the 
whole convention was “Knowing Our Faith.” 

The passenger train goes one way one day and 
back the next day. This posed a problem for getting 
Brother T. R. Morse, our Assistant Superintendent of 
Latin America, to the convention. He was to 
arrive on Friday when the train was going the wrong 
direction, so Brother McCall approached the United 
Fruit Company in Guatemala City to see if some- 


The tabernacle, 36 x 80 feet. 
- ' seats are made of poles. 
for sleeping. 
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thing could be done about it. They listened to his 
story and offered to send an ambulance to meet 
Brother Wolf and Brother Morse so they would not 
be delayed a whole day waiting for the train. Going 
to the convention in an ambulance was an unusual 
experience for two strong healthy men! 


Brother Morse spoke in two of the services on the 
teachings of the Church of God; we all enjoyed 
this very much. 

Saturday night was the grand climax of the con- 
vention. Three couples who had been living together 
for several years were united in matrimony, and the 
opportunity was given for others to dedicate their 
children to the Lord. All the ministers were called 
to help and each one took a child in his arms; some 
had to take two because so many mothers responded 
to the call. There were about thirty children dedicated. 
After the dedication service Brother DeSouza preached 
a very stirring message on missions, and a special 
offering was taken to help on the purchase of a 
portable light plant for the district. 


Sunday noon came all too soon when the con- 
vention had to close so that everyone could get the 
train out that evening. The train company put on 
twice aS many cars as usual, and there were ca- 
pacity crowds in almost all the cars. 

We all left praising the Lord for such a wonderful 
convention. El Cedro was terrifically hot and there 
were many mosquitos, but we could all say after- 
wards, “We enjoyed the convention.” 


Inside tabernacle, the 
Tent used for classes and 























Part of the kitchen 





The kitchen from a* 
distance 








Corn for tortillas is 
ground on stones 





The men sit on one side 





Feliciano Santos, local 
pastor, gave the welcome 
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By HELEN McMULLEN 


(Answers on page 15) 


i 
. Who was the first convert wn- 


der the ministry of Sister Stark 
in Angola? 


. How many retired missionaries 


does the Church of God have, 
and who are they? 


. What missionary spent thirty- 


seven years in South India? 


. Who is serving as superintend- 


ent of the Latin American coun- 
tries? 


. In a gallant faith venture, four 


young ladies recently dedicated 
their services for missions work 
in a South American country. 
Who are they? To what coun- 
try did they go? With which 
established missionaries will 
they be working? 


. One of the greatest endeavors 


in foreign missionary activity is 
the training of national work- 
ers. Of how many Bible schools 
can the Church of God now 
boast? 


. Two countries have recently 


been stricken from the list of 
countries where we have mis- 
sions and missionaries. Can you 
tell which ones, and why? 


. Who was the first Church of 


God missionary to the Philip- 
pines? 


. What two missionaries together 


pioneered the Church of God 
work in Guatemala? 


The oldest religion of Japan is 
also its national religion. Can 
you name it? 





LIVEN UP your mission program 


by dramatizing some portion of a 
letter from your missionaries in a 
skit, or playlet. 


SET UP an exhibit around your 


church now and then to show what 
you are doing in your mission cir- 


cle. 
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Timms Chapel Church of God, Chatsworth, 
Georgia 

Mrs, Robert Brooks, Wyandotte, Michigan 

Leona Taylor, Smithville, Arkansas 

Daphine T. Wright, Denver, Colorado 

Charles E. Lockard, Louisville, Kentucky 

Mrs. R. L. Langdale, Lake City, Florida 

Alleena Brady, Tarpon Springs, Florida 

Charles Street Church of God, Alabama City, 
Alabama 

Arlie and Ethel Sargent, Middletown, Ohio 

C. W. Buxton, Birmingham, Alabama 

T. C. Dennington, Memphis, Tennessee 

Tower Chapel Church of God, Adairsville, 
Georgia 

Mrs. Virginia Cottings, Cincinnati, Ohio 

L. A. Murphy, Middletown, Ohio 

Mrs. George Ferguson, Canton, Ohio 

Foley B. Napier, Austin, Indiana 

G. L. Duggins, Fullerton, California 

Mrs. Homer Leonard, Williamsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania 

Madis Casson, Cleveland, Tennessee 

Elder Sanford C. Elrod, Opelika, Alabama 

C. L. Selby, Earle, Arkansas 

Mrs. Ella Jackson, Somerset, Kentucky 

Mary E. Stocks, Kingsland, Georgia 

Mrs. J. T. Brock, Plant City, Florida 

E. A. Loyd, Covington, Louisiana 

Mrs. L. S. Cranford, Enigma, Georgia 

W. A. Cox, High Springs, Florida 

Minnie Cora Hemingway, Linden, North 
Carolina 

North Hendersn Church of God, Henderson, 
North Carolina 

Montine Overby, Atlanta, Georgia 

Mrs. G. H. Parish, Durant, Oklahoma 

Mrs. Dorothy Wells, Huntington, West Virginia 

Mrs. Belle Slayton, Alabama City, Alabama 

Paul W. Curtis, Morganton, North Carolina 

L. Pollard, Jr., Lake Placid, Florida 

Capco, Marietta, Ohio (In memory of Mother 
and Dad) 

Mrs. Mary A. Carden, Chickamauga, Georgia 

Mrs. Steve King, Hurst, Kentucky 

Mrs. Annie Wilson, Rockmart, Georgia 

A. H. Batts, Chattanooga, Tennessee 

Rev. Jackie G. Bridges, Knoxville, Tennessee 


Nancye Pence, Lancaster, Kentucky 
Virginia R. Mullinax, Cleveland, Tennessee 
W. J. Brown Sr., Charlotte, North Carolina 
W. T. Lawton, Lake City, Florida 
Charles E. Pratt, Greensboro, North Carolina 
L. K. Potter, Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Charles Q. Hollis, LaGrange, Georgia 
Juanita Varnes, Eastpoint, Florida 

Mrs. Ernest R. Nicholas, Chicago, Illinois 
Rev. D. W. Daughtry, Callahan, Florida 
Charles H. Williams, Nashville, Tennessee 
Mrs. F. G. Howard, Baxley, Georgia 
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10.00 


1.00 
3.00 
5.00 
15.00 
10.00 





Morgantown Church of God, Morgantown, 


Mississippi $5.00 
Lee College Missions Club, Cleveland, 

Tennessee 195.00 
Dr. Charles W. Thompson, Atlanta, Georgia 5.00 
Mrs. Ella Jenkins, Culberson, North Carolina 2.50 
Mrs. Robert Estep, East Bank, West Virginia 2.00 
Rev. and Mrs. W. J. Pritchard, Hickory, 

North Carolina 1.00 
Baxter Bryant, LaFollette, Tennessee 1.00 
Brady Dennis, Knoxville, Tennessee 2.00 
Mrs. J. A. Brown, Alabama City, Alabama 5.00 
Mrs. Florence Alderman, Winter Haven, 

Florida 10.00 
Mrs. C. E. Allred Sr., Thomasville, North 

Carolina 2.00 
India Whitmire, Atlanta, Georgia 2.00 
Mrs. R. M. Brooks, Rugby, Tennessee 1.00 
Miss Maggie Gaines, Summerville, Georgia 10.00 
Maude Martin, Altoona, Alabama 2.00 
R. L. Glenn Sr., Laurel, Mississippi 10.00 
Mrs. R. -L. Grace, York, Alabama 5.00 
Mrs. J. D. Johnson, Jasper, Florida 1.00 
Bessie Smith, Guion, Arkansas 10.00 
Mrs. Nellie Ree Dunaway, Morgantown, 

Mississippi 2.00 
Mrs. Charlie Walker, Immokalee, Florida 1.00 
Mrs. Joe Sellers, Sr., Pelham, Georgia 5.00 
Mrs. Jeff Heaton, Helena, Georgia 1.00 
Mrs. Sarah E, Weaver, Visalia, California 5.00 
Mrs. Calin Brown, Hodges, South Carolina 5.00 
Mrs. Edgar Rolan, Mission, Texas 1.00 
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Elkins, Atlanta, Georgia 5.00 
Ray C. Houser, West Lawn, Pennsylvania 101.00 
Robert Bell, Ducktown, Tennessee 5.00 
Mrs. E. L. Simmons, Wimauma, Florida 25.00 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Simonton, Big Piney, 

Wyoming ? 3.00 
Mrs. Lida B. Ricker, Augusta, Maine 100.00 
D. G. Phillips, Findlay, Ohio 10.00 
Curtis Matheny, Aberdeen, South Dakota 15.00 
Mrs. G. B. Cook, Seminole, Oklahoma. 5.00 
Nettie Drewry, Harrison, Arkansas 1.00 
Alice Josephsen, Cleveland, Tennessee 5.00 
Wayne W. Mouritzen, Middletown, New Jersey 3.00 
J. M. Baldree, Wimauma, Florida 5.00 
Leta Hancock, Orlando, Florida 10.00 
Ruth Anna Goodyear, Mechanicsburg, Penna. 10.00 
Mrs. E. D. Boyes, Newhall, California , 3.00 
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Vik, Big Timber, Montana 10.00 
John Weik, Phoenix, Arizona 25.00 
Jessie Jordan, Leadwood, Missouri 20.00 
Mrs. Leona Kelly, San Diego, California 10.00 
Ruth E justin, Somerset, Pennsylvania 5.00 
Irene Hill, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 2.00 
Rev. and Mrs. T. P. Douglas, Wimauma, Florida 20.00 
Mrs. Paul A. Claar, Claysburg, Pennsylvania 10.00 
Curtis R. Davis, Fayetteville, North Carolina 20.00 
A. S. Johnson, Richmond, Virginia 2.00 
Joy Deuschle, Sanford, Florida 10.00 























LETTERS FROM READERS 
(Continued from page 6) 

Five dollars for missions. I would 
be very glad to do more if I 
could.... My income is small and 
I do not have a job to make any 
money. I am 70 years old. Please 
pray that I will find a light job 
that I can do, so I can have some- 
thing for missions. I love the 
Church of God and what it stands 
for. I want to see souls get saved 
here at home and abroad also. God 
bless our work everywhere. A merry 
Christmas to you all. 


Love offering for Christmas. 

In answer to your good letter, I 
am enclosing $5 for the cause of 
missions. I have a daughter in 
Germany, and she was saved 
through hearing one of our mis- 
sionaries preach, for which I do 
thank the Lord. May the Lord 
bless this worthy cause is my daily 
prayer. 

I am sending $2 for missions. 
I will send you more as I can. 
I don’t get very much money so 
can’t do as much as I would love 
to, but I will try to send $2 each 
month the rest of the year. Not 
much, but with God adding His 
blessings to it, it can go a long 
way. May God’s blessings be upon 
you and your work, in Jesus’ name 
I pray. Don’t forget, send me an 
envelope and a little reminder once 
in awhile. 


Here is $1 and thank you for 
your prayers for me and my fam- 
ily. Please remember my son Billy. 
He is unsaved and he needs God 
more every day and hour, and also 
my alcoholic son in —............, 
and my whcle family that we will 
all do Gods will. 


I saw you and heard you speak 
when you came to our church and 
truly I did enjoy all you had to 
say. All I saw wrong was that your 
talk wasn’t long enough to my way 
of thinking. I pledged $25 when 
you were here, so I am sending it 
to you to use where it is needed 
most. I will send some more, I 
don’t know how much, for you to 
send to . 





We would appreciate your 
prayers that we know the mind of 
the Lord, as regards our giving 
to missions. We feel like we need 
a new car. The one we have is 
10 years old, and we have not had 
a new one for 32 years. But with 
all the great need for men and 
money on the missions fields, we 
do not know if we should have a 
new car or not. If we do get one, we 
fear that to keep up the payments 
it will hinder our missionary giving. 
Please pray. 


Please find enclosed a small of- 
fering of $6; please apply it to the 


missions fund. Hope to do better 
next time. May God bless every 
effort for missions. 


Thanks a million for the nice 
Christmas letter. I am enclosing 
one dollar bill. Wishing you and 
yours a very nice Christmas. 


So sorry, sir, that this isn’t $5,- 
000 instead of $5! 


I am sorry I can’t send more. One 
dollar isn’t much and it may be 
late, but if we all do all we can, the 
Lord will bless us. 








Answer S 











(Questions on page 13) 


1. Maria Paulo. She was saved at 
the age of sixteen in 1949. She 
later taught in our Bible school 
from 1954-’57. When the Church 
of God was closed out of An- 
gola she accepted a teaching 
position in a Bible school in an- 
other section of her country. 

2. There are five retired mission- 
aries. Sister Bertha N. Cook, 
Brother and Sister Thomas 
Pullin, and Brother and Sister 
H. S. Syverson. 

3. Brother and Sister Robert F. 
Cook were true pioneers of the 
Pentecostal testimony in South 
India. In his book entitled Half 
a Century of Divine Leading ... 
37 Years of Apostolic Achieve- 
ments, he tells of many won- 
derful experiences from 1913 to 
1949 in that land of prolific op- 
portunities. 

4. Vessie D. Hargrave, from the 
time of the origin of this po- 
sition, has served continuously 
in the capacity of Latin Ameri- 
can Superintendent. 

5. During the month of November 
Janet Carter, Ruth Crawford, 
Millie Crosswhite and Mary 
Frances Poe (you read about 
them in the August issue of the 
Macedonian Call) arrived in 
Brazil to work with Brother and 
Sister Bill E. Watson. 


6. Ninety-eight Bible schools are 
in operation at some time dur- 
ing each year in our missions 
fields. Some are regular nine- 
month seminary-type schools, 
some are short-term schools, 
some mobile, some offer only 
rudimentary training. 

7. When the legislature made 
Alaska and Hawaii states they 
were placed under the super- 
vision of the General Church, 
and they will no longer be sup- 
ported or supervised by the Mis- 
sions Department. The same 
workers however are represent- 
ing the Church in these areas. 


8. Frank Parado, who had pre- 
viously worked under another 
church in the Philippines, re- 
turned there for the Church of 
God in 1947. Although he was 
able to stay only eighteen 
months, he left a very prom- 
ising work of not less than six 
ministers and 280 members, in 
the capable hands of a Filipino, 
F. R. Cortez. 

9. Thomas Pullin served 32 years 
in Guatemala, and Charles Fur- 
man served 31. 

10. Shintoism is the oldest and the 
national religion in Japan. It 
embodies the worship of the 
emperor and of ancestors. 
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Stir Wie 


Stir me, oh, stir me, Lord, I care not how, 
But stir my heart in passion for the world; 
Stir me to give, to go, but most to pray; 
Stir, till the blood-red banner be unfurled 
O'er lands that still in heathen darkness lie, 
O'er deserts where no cross is lifted high. 


Stir me, oh, stir me, Lord, till all my heart 
Is filled with strong compassion for these souls; 
y compeling "must" drives me to prayer; 
ring love reach to the poles, 
h, in burning deep desire, 


Stir me, O Lord! Thy heart was stirred : 
By Love's intensest fire, till Thou didst give 
Thine only Son, Thy best-loved One, 
E'en to the dreadful Cross that I might live: 
Stir me to give myself so back to Thee 
That Thou can'st give Thyself again through me. 


Stir me, oh, stir me, Lord; for I can see 
Thy glorious triumph day begin to break; 
The dawn already gilds the Eastern sky! 
O Church of Christ, awake! Awake] 
Oh, stir us, Lord, as heralds of that day! 
The night is past, our King is on His way] 











